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Excellent Sheep: Reframing 
College as a Time for 
Self-Discovery 
William Deresiewicz 
Tuesday, April 4, 2017 
7:00-9:00pm 
Los Altos High School Eagle Theater 
201 Almond Avenue, Los Altos 
……………………………………………..………. 

William Deresiewicz will give his perspective on how 
college should be a time for self-discovery, when young 
people can establish their own values and measures of 
success in order to forge their own path.  As a teacher 
at Yale, Bill saw something deeply troubling. His 
students were adrift when it came to the big questions: 
how to think critically and creatively, and how to find a 
sense of purpose.  Based on his experiences, Bill 
believes that as schools shift focus from the liberal arts 
to narrowly “practical” subjects such as economics and 
computer science, students are losing the ability to think 
for themselves.  He will share his judgment that elite 
institutions should be, but are not, providing insight on 
leading, thinking, and living.   
……………………………………………..………. 
Admission:   FREE–Please reserve a seat: 
https://wderesiewicz.eventbrite.com 
Audience: Parents/guardians of students in      

grades 9-12 

Sponsors: MVLA High School Foundation 
LAMV PTA Council 
Los Altos Educational Foundation 
Mountain View Educational Foundation 

 

  William Deresiewicz 

 

ABOUT OUR SPEAKER: 
William Deresiewicz is an award-
winning essayist and critic, a 
frequent college speaker, and the 
best-selling author of Excellent 
Sheep: The Miseducation of the 
American Elite and the Way to a 
Meaningful Life. He taught 
English at Yale for ten years 
and at Columbia for five. 

Bill is a contributing writer for The 
Nation and a contributing editor 
for The American Scholar. His 
work has also appeared in The 
New York Times, The 
Atlantic, Harper's, The New 
Republic, The London Review of 
Books, and elsewhere. 

Bill has spoken at over 60 
colleges, high schools, and 
educational groups and has held 
visiting positions at Bard, Scripps, 
and Claremont McKenna 
Colleges. 

 

 


